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The Year of the Humanities in the University  was first announced by Provost and Senior Vice 

Chancellor Patricia Beeson in October, 2014. In that first announcement, Provost Beeson made 

clear what was to be a constant theme throughout the year: this was to be the Year of the 

Humanities in the University; that is, a celebration of the way that the humanities mattered across 

the University, rather than a celebration of the humanities in isolation.  

That the Year was a success across the University was evident in several ways, starting with our 

organizing committee, which was drawn from the humanities, the arts, the social sciences, the 

natural sciences, the health sciences, and from a variety of professional schools. There were also 

the more than 120 proposals submitted during the year from nearly every school on campus and 

every one of the regional campuses. And many of the Yearõs events made new connections 

between schools and disciplines. As this report will show, events and programs during the Year 

explored connections between the humanities and health care, the humanities and the sciences, 

the humanities and the social sciences, and more.  

These events and initiatives have given the University of Pittsburgh a great foundation to build 

on moving forward. Along with new centers and resources committed to the humanities during 

the Year, they have demonstrated a fundamental commitment on the part of the University of 

Pittsburgh to the value of the humanities in our lives and in our world, and those of us involved 

in the Year look forward to working to make the most of these wonderful opportunities in the 

years to come. 
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The Departments of Music and Theatre Arts played central roles in the Year of Humanities, not only as 

sources of dynamic events and programs but also as interdisciplinary bridges to other disciplines. Several 

of the theatre departmentõs productions addressed important political questions such as rape culture 

(Good Kids) and veteranõs issues (Water by the Spoonful). The Department also helped sponsor one of the 

Yearõs signature events, The Mathematics of Being Human, a play that explores the experiences of a math 

and English professor attempting to team-teach a required first-year course. 

The Department of Music hosted several exciting performances during the Year, including Esma 

Redzepova (òQueen of the Gypsiesó), a concert in which Ensemble Linea (arguably the best contemporary 

music ensemble in France today) played Pitt student compositions, and a week-long residency from 

George Lewis in the spring. Amy Williams (Music) teamed up with Aaron Henderson (Studio Arts) to 

create Cineshape, a piece that combined music and film. Williams and Henderson performed the piece at 

the Andy Warhol Museum as well as locations in Buffalo and Rochester.   
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