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The Year of the Humanities in the University was first announced by Provost and Senior Vice 

Chancellor Patricia Beeson in October, 2014. In that first announcement, Provost Beeson made 

clear what was to be a constant theme throughout the year: this was to be the Year of the 

Humanities in the University; that is, a celebration of the way that the humanities mattered across 

the University, rather than a celebration of the humanities in isolation.  

That the Year was a success across the University was evident in several ways, starting with our 

organizing committee, which was drawn from the humanities, the arts, the social sciences, the 

natural sciences, the health sciences, and from a variety of professional schools. There were also 

the more than 120 proposals submitted during the year from nearly every school on campus and 

every one of the regional campuses. And many of the Year’s events made new connections 

between schools and disciplines. As this report will show, events and programs during the Year 

explored connections between the humanities and health care, the humanities and the sciences, 

the humanities and the social sciences, and more.  

These events and initiatives have given the University of Pittsburgh a great foundation to build 

on moving forward. Along with new centers and resources committed to the humanities during 

the Year, they have demonstrated a fundamental commitment on the part of the University of 

Pittsburgh to the value of the humanities in our lives and in our world, and those of us involved 

in the Year look forward to working to make the most of these wonderful opportunities in the 

years to come. 

2015-2016 

THE YEAR OF THE HUMANITIES IN THE UNIVERSITY 

The Year of Humanities  Committee (left to right): Dan Kubis, John Camillus, Alberta 
Sbragia, Terry Smith, Vivian Curran, Don Bialostosky (chair), Scott Morgenstern, 
Randall Halle, Sarah Popovich, Jonathan Arac, Maggie McDonald. Not pictured: Geri 
Allen, Mary Besterfield-Sacre, Arthur Kosowsky, Susan Meyer, Lisa Parker, Lia Petrose 

http://humanities.pitt.edu/
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PERFORMING ARTS 

The Departments of Music and Theatre Arts played central roles in the Year of Humanities, not only as 

sources of dynamic events and programs but also as interdisciplinary bridges to other disciplines. Several 

of the theatre department’s productions addressed important political questions such as rape culture 

(Good Kids) and veteran’s issues (Water by the Spoonful). The Department also helped sponsor one of the 

Year’s signature events, The Mathematics of Being Human, a play that explores the experiences of a math 

and English professor attempting to team-teach a required first-year course. 

The Department of Music hosted several exciting performances during the Year, including Esma 

Redzepova (“Queen of the Gypsies”), a concert in which Ensemble Linea (arguably the best contemporary 

music ensemble in France today) played Pitt student compositions, and a week-long residency from 

George Lewis in the spring. Amy Williams (Music) teamed up with Aaron Henderson (Studio Arts) to 

create Cineshape, a piece that combined music and film. Williams and Henderson performed the piece at 

the Andy Warhol Museum as well as locations in Buffalo and Rochester.   

Clockwise from top left: A performer at George Lewis’ Music on the Edge Performance; George Lewis with his 
Voyager software; Cineshape at the Warhol; The Mathematics of Being Human performance. 

http://www.music.pitt.edu/
http://www.play.pitt.edu/
http://humanities.pitt.edu/welcome-table-good-kids
http://humanities.pitt.edu/welcome-table-water-spoonful
http://www.humanities.pitt.edu/mathematics-being-human
http://humanities.pitt.edu/esma-redzepova-concert
http://humanities.pitt.edu/esma-redzepova-concert
http://www.music.pitt.edu/blog/george-lewis-residence160212
https://soundcloud.com/humanities-pitt/george-lewis-interview
http://www.warhol.org/responsive/event.aspx?id=27030


 6 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY FOCUS 

Consistent with the Year’s goal, most of the Year’s 

programs focused on connections between the 

humanities and other fields or disciplines at the 

University. Proposals came from nearly every 

unit on campus, and were sometimes funded by 

three or more units. A few of the programs were 

particularly successful at creating these 

connections.  

The What Does it Mean to be Curious? series, for 

example, brought faculty from the natural 

sciences, the humanities, and the creative arts 

together for a series of informal discussions 

focusing on the theme of curiosity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Health and Humanities Conference and related projects, 

including a proposal for a certificate in medical humanities, 

created or strengthened connections between the 

humanities and health sciences.  

A panel discussion hosted by the Honors College and titled 

The Humanities: Can You Afford to Leave College Without 

Them?, addressed the continuing need for the humanities in 

today’s world. The panel featured Gina Barreca, professor 

of English at the University of Connecticut; Art Levine, 

dean of the School of Medicine at Pitt; Fareed Zakaria, host 

of Fareed Zakaria GPS and author of In Defense of a Liberal 

Education; Helen Small, professor of English at Oxford 

University; and Hunter Rawlings, then-president of the 

AAU. 

Above: A discussion in the Fine Arts Library from the What Does it 
Mean to be Curious? series. Below (from left to right): participants 
Aaron Henderson, Paolo Palmieri, Alison Langmead 

Above: Health and Humanities conference organizer 
Abdesalam Soudi (center) with Shelome Gooden and 
Mario Browne; Below: Panelists from the Honors 
College panel spoke to a packed house in the 
University Club.  

http://library.pitt.edu/curiosity
http://www.linguistics.pitt.edu/humanitiesinhealth/
http://www.humanities.pitt.edu/event/humanities-can-you-afford-leave-college-without-them-panel-discussion
http://www.humanities.pitt.edu/event/humanities-can-you-afford-leave-college-without-them-panel-discussion
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At a large university like Pitt, one of the most basic impediments to creating interdisciplinary 

opportunities is physical distance. With units separated by city blocks—or in the case of Salk Hall, big 

hills!—it can be hard to get people from different fields in the same room, even when those people have 

mutually supportive goals. 

Created by the Year of Humanities organizing committee, Arts and Humanities Pop-ups were short creative 

workshops designed to show the value of arts and creativity in professional fields such as engineering 

and pharmacy. They also took place in buildings—Benedum and Salk Halls, to be specific—that house the 

participating professional schools, thus bridging the physical distance between these fields. The schedule 

below lists pop-ups that occurred during the Year as well as upcoming events in the series. 

DATE EVENT LOCATION WORKSHOP LEADER 

October 30 
Screenprinting 

Workshop  
(see photo) 

Benedum Hall 
Swanson School of  

Engineering 

Lenore Thomas 
Studio Art 

November 20 
Lighting Workshop 

(see photo)  
artificial lighting 

Benedum Hall 
Swanson School of  

Engineering 

Aaron Henderson 
Studio Art 

November 20 
Music Mash-up 

Workshop  
(see photo) 

Salk Hall 
School of Pharmacy 

Neil Newton 
Department of Music 

February 19 
How to Write a    

Poem Workshop 

Benedum Hall 
Swanson School of  

Engineering 

Jeff Oaks 
Writing Program 

April 1 Dance Workshop 
Benedum Hall 

Swanson School of  
Engineering 

Monica Bell & Irvin Jones 
Swanson School 

Upcoming 
Reflective Writing 

Workshop 
Salk Hall 

School of Pharmacy 
Geeta Kothari 

Writing Program 

Screenprinting Workshop Lighting Workshop Music Mash-up Workshop 

ARTS AND HUMANITIES POP-UPS 
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CENTER FOR CREATIVITY: THE WORKSHOP 

Located down the steps inside the University bookstore on Fifth 

Avenue, the Center for Creativity: the Workshop is a space where 

students, staff, and faculty from across campus can come to 

exercise their creative spirit. The space is full of materials 

designed to inspire creativity: giant walls and screens that invite 

painting and drawing; a pottery wheel for shaping clay; musical 

instruments; typewriters; and more. While the Center hosts some 

scheduled programming, it also has plenty of open hours for 

people to take advantage of moments of unplanned inspiration.  

 

With support from Provost Patricia Beeson, the Center was 

created during the Year of Humanities to allow people from 

all fields and disciplines to explore ways in which creativity 

can be a part of their work—or discover ways in which it 

already is! It was also the perfect location for several events 

during the Year, such as an Open House hosted by the Staff 

Association Council as part of their yearlong series on Work/

Life Balance.  

Students paint the Center’s floor during the grand opening. 
Photo credit: Emily O’Donnell 

Chancellor Gallagher gets in on the action. 
Photo credit: Emily O’Donnell 

http://creative.pitt.edu/
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BEING HUMAN IN A DIGITAL WORLD 

Events focusing on digital work took many forms during the Year, including coding schools, 

programming workshops, and academic lectures. One of the Year’s first events was a Day of Digital 

Humanities at Pitt-Johnstown, featuring two hands-on digital workshops, an installation of digital art and 

creative work, and a keynote lecture/performance by renowned digital artist Alan Sondheim. 

The School of Information Sciences hosted two events during the Year under the heading Intelligent 

Conversations about Digital Computing and the Humanities. These events engaged humanists, social 

scientists, natural scientists, medical scientists, computer scientists, and information scientists in areas of 

common interest.  

There was also a spring event titled Digital Storytelling that explored issues surrounding the use of sound 

in composition practice and pedagogy, featuring talks and workshops from Steven Hammer (St. Joseph's 

University) and Steph Ceraso (University of Maryland, Baltimore County). 

As digital tools become an increasingly important part of the way we live our lives in the world, it is 

important to keep digital technologies in focus at the University, both as a focus of our scholarship and a 

tool for conducting research and teaching. For an expanded list of digitally focused events in the 

humanities during the spring term, see Appendix A. 

Clockwise from above: Benjamin C. 
Tilghman presents during the 
Computational Visual Aesthetics 
event; Aaron Brenner presents at 
UPJ’s Day of Digital Humanities; 
Adriana Kovashka presents at 
Computational Visual Aesthetics. 

http://humanities.pitt.edu/pitt-johnstown-day-digital-humanities
http://humanities.pitt.edu/pitt-johnstown-day-digital-humanities
https://sites.haa.pitt.edu/cva/
https://sites.haa.pitt.edu/cva/
http://humanities.pitt.edu/event/digital-storytelling-talks-and-workshop-featuring-steven-hammer-and-steph-ceraso
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THE DIVERSITY OF 

 THE HUMANITIES 

Several events and programs during the Year 

demonstrated the important role the 

humanities can play in creating and supporting 

diverse, inclusive environments. One of these 

was an ongoing series of conversations 

addressing cultural competence that grew from 

discussions within the Year of Humanities 

steering committee. These conversations, led 

by Randall Halle, Klaus W. Jonas Professor of 

German Film and Cultural Studies, and Susan 

Meyer, professor and associate dean of 

education in the School of Pharmacy, featured 

faculty from across departments and schools 

and focused on questions of how the 

humanities and professional schools can work 

together to promote cultural awareness and 

competence in our teaching and research. 

Plenty of proposed events also addressed 

diversity and inclusion, including Marcia 

Chatelain’s lecture #FergusonSyllabus, which 

detailed Dr. Chatelain’s efforts, through social 

media and other venues, to bring academic 

voices and knowledge into public debates over 

race, policing, and violence (see above). One of 

the Year’s biggest events, co-sponsored by the 

Pitt Press and the new Center for African 

American Poetry and Poetics, featured national 

award-winning poets talking to an overflow 

crowd in the Frick Fine Arts Auditorium about 

Poetry and Race in America: How the Humanities 

Engage with Social Problems.  

Above: Images from Marcia Chatelain’s lecture #FergusonSyllabus. 

Below: Clockwise from top left: Ross Gay, Nate Marshall, Lyrae Van 
Clief-Stafanon, and a packed house for Poetry and Race in America. 

https://soundcloud.com/humanities-pitt/marcia-chatelain-interview
https://soundcloud.com/humanities-pitt/marcia-chatelain-interview
http://www.humanities.pitt.edu/fergusonsyllabus-social-media-bring-humanities-public-debate
http://humanities.pitt.edu/sites/default/files/PoetryRacePoster-circulate.pdf
http://humanities.pitt.edu/sites/default/files/PoetryRacePoster-circulate.pdf
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Befitting a university that lists “embracing a global 

perspective” as one of its core aspirations, the Year of the 

Humanities sponsored numerous events that were global 

or international in focus. One of the most noteworthy 

was the Mediterranean Metageographies series, proposed 

by the Department of French and Italian Languages, and 

featuring lectures, conversations, screenings, and 

presentations of creative work from the francophone and 

Italian Mediterranean. Speakers included Abdellah Taïa, 

a Moroccan novelist and filmmaker; Williams College 

professor Katarzyna Pieprzak, who presented her work 

on the growth of emigrant shantytowns in Casablanca; 

and Sicilian playwright Lina Prosa, who authored the Trilogy of the Shipwrecked, which looks at the 

crisis of Mediterranean migration through the lens of the tiny Sicilian island of Lampedusa.  

A few of the many other events that brought a global 

focus to Pitt included the Latin American 

Documentary Film Festival; a year-long series 

focusing on the palace of Versailles; an exhibition of 

Dr. Minglu Gao’s collection of contemporary Chinese 

art; the American Academy of Religion meeting, 

which took Globalizing the Human(ities) as its theme; 

and the Humanizing the Global; Globalizing the Human 

series, which created opportunities for faculty from 

the social sciences and humanities to think together 

about globalization. 

EMBRACING A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE 

From left to right: Lina Insana, Lina Prosa, 
Neil Doshi, Anna Barbera (one of Prosa’s 
collaborators), and Ellen Connally, director of 
the Lampedusa Beach reading. 
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From left to right: Abdellah Taïa and fans; Minglu Gao exhibit in Hillman Library; Lampedusa Beach reading 

https://fritmedseries.wordpress.com/
https://soundcloud.com/humanities-pitt/abdellah-taia-interview
http://humanities.pitt.edu/new-perspectives-latin-american-documentary-film
http://humanities.pitt.edu/new-perspectives-latin-american-documentary-film
http://www.arch.pitt.edu/about/SpeakerSeries.php
http://www.arch.pitt.edu/about/SpeakerSeries.php
http://pitt.libguides.com/Gao_exhibit
http://pitt.libguides.com/Gao_exhibit
http://pitt.libguides.com/Gao_exhibit
http://www.eiraar.net/
http://www.humcenter.pitt.edu/event/humanizing-global-globalizing-human-series
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Many events proposed by the division of Student Affairs, or by students themselves, demonstrated the 

important role the humanities play in students’ non-academic lives on campus. A few of the events 

proposed by the division of Student Affairs included the Ball Pitt—a ball pit filled with thought-

provoking questions designed to encourage conversation between strangers; the Last Lecture Series, in 

which local leaders speak on a topic they are passionate about and share the wisdom and knowledge of a 

lifetime; and Boxes and Walls, an interactive exhibit designed to present students with situations and 

circumstances they may not encounter in their everyday lives, encouraging them to think about—and 

even feel for themselves—others’ experiences. 

Events proposed by students included an Indian Dance Competition, a performance of the Pitt Ballet 

Club, a screening of the film Poverty, Inc (including a post-film Q+A with the director), and a lecture 

promoting health body image by Stacy Nadeau, one of the participants in Dove’s original Real Beauty 

Campaign.  

STUDENT INVOLVEMENT: 

HUMANITIES IN AND OUT OF THE CLASSROOM 

Above, left to right: In the Hindu Student Council exhibit, students discussed balancing expectations in American and Indian 
cultures (photo by Emily O'Donnell); former Dove model Stacy Nadeau speaks to students in the William Pitt Union (Photo by 
Jordan Mondell)  
 
Below: Flyer for Poverty, Inc film screening with filmmaker Mark Weber. 

http://humanities.pitt.edu/event/schenley-bridge-last-lecture-series-grant-oliphant
http://humanities.pitt.edu/boxes-and-walls-interactive-exhibit
http://humanities.pitt.edu/event/poverty-inc-film-screening
http://humanities.pitt.edu/event/embracing-real-beauty-stacy-nadeau
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Clockwise from top: students gather 
for Pitt-Titusville’s Day of Poetry 
(Photo by Laurie Halse Anderson); a 
student “advertises” Pitt-Titusville's 
Day; students gather at Pitt-
Johnstown’s Western Pennsylvania 
undergraduate literature conference. 

HUMANITIES THROUGHOUT THE REGION 

The regional campuses were very active during the Year, with at least four proposals coming from each 

campus. Some of the events reflected the various strengths and interests represented at the regional 

campuses. For example, the Greensburg and Johnstown campuses featured events focused on digital 

technologies, with a Day of Digital Humanities at Johnstown (see p.8) and a lecture from noted digital 

humanist Dr. Wendell Piez at Greensburg. Theater professor Kevin Ewert worked with the University of 

Pittsburgh at Bradford Prison Education to design and perform a theater project in the McKean Federal 

Correctional Institution.  

Many projects also showed the fundamental commitment to the value of the humanities shared by faculty 

and students across Pitt’s campuses. Each of the campuses organized an event focusing on the value of 

stories and storytelling in our lives, with Pitt-Bradford hosting best-selling young adult author Laurie 

Halse Anderson, Pitt-Greensburg hosting a Writer’s Festival titled We Tell Ourselves Stories in Order to 

Live, Pitt-Johnstown organizing an undergraduate literature conference for the Western Pennsylvania 

region, and Pitt-Titusville hosting a Day of Poetry.   

http://humanities.pitt.edu/pitt-johnstown-day-digital-humanities
http://humanities.pitt.edu/event/craft-xml-dr-wendell-piez-lecture
http://www.upb.pitt.edu/templates/Beyond.aspx?menu_id=250&id=36495
http://www.upb.pitt.edu/templates/Beyond.aspx?menu_id=250&id=36387
http://www.upb.pitt.edu/templates/Beyond.aspx?menu_id=250&id=36387
http://www.greensburg.pitt.edu/event/pitt-greensburg-writers-festival-we-tell-ourselves-stories-order-live
http://www.greensburg.pitt.edu/event/pitt-greensburg-writers-festival-we-tell-ourselves-stories-order-live
http://humanities.pitt.edu/event/western-pennsylvania-undergraduate-literature-conference
http://www.upt.pitt.edu/news/day-poetry
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Students in Carl Kurlander’s Making the Documentary class worked throughout the spring to produce a 
documentary on the Year. 

HUMANITIES MEDIA 

The Year of Humanities podcasts, which feature 
interviews with guests who visited campus during 
the Year.  

Digital and social media were a big part of the Year of 

Humanities, both for publicizing events and giving 

students a chance to integrate the humanities into their 

education. The Year’s Facebook and Twitter pages grew 

in popularity throughout the Year, as did the website, 

which was visited by more than 2,000 users in its best 

month (March).  

The Year of Humanities podcasts, which have received 

more than 1,000 listens on Soundcloud and iTunes (see 

screenshot at right), were also a great way of spreading 

the word about the Year. Hosted by Dan Kubis, the 30-45 

minutes conversations focused on ways in which the 

guests’ research was valuable to the broader public, and 

thus helped support the goals of the Year as well. 

In the spring, students in Carl Kurlander’s Making the 

Documentary course worked to create a documentary 

about the Year. The documentary required that the 

students collaborate to develop a script, organize film 

shoots, interview guests, and perform all of the other 

tasks required for making a film.  

The Pitt Chronicle also ran a series of profiles during the 

Year which featured a number of the Year’s committee 

members who were based in professional schools or the 

health sciences. See Appendix B for those stories. 

https://www.facebook.com/yearofhumanities/
https://twitter.com/yohu_pitt
http://humanities.pitt.edu/
https://soundcloud.com/humanities-pitt
https://vimeo.com/163745695
https://vimeo.com/163745695
http://www.chronicle.pitt.edu/story/year-humanities-profile-science-and-art-care
http://www.chronicle.pitt.edu/story/year-humanities-profile-science-and-art-care
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